
                                                Butterfly 

Classification  

Kingdom   :  Animalia 

Phylum      :  Arthropoda 

Class         :   Insecta 

Order        :   Lepidoptera 

Suborder  :    Rhopalocera 

 

Characteristics : 

 A butterfly is a day-flying insect belonging to the order Lepidoptera and the 

suborder Rhopalocera, characterized by large, often brightly colored, scaly 

wings, a slender body with three segments (head, thorax, and abdomen), six legs, 

antennae, and a coiled proboscis for feeding on nectar. 

  Butterflies undergo a four-stage life cycle, including a larval (caterpillar) stage, 

and a pupal (chrysalis) stage, before emerging as winged adults.  

 They have a liquid diet, using a long, coiled proboscis to drink nectar and other 

fluids. Their brightly colored, patterned wings serve functions like camouflage, 

mate attraction, and warning signals to predators. 

Physical Characteristics : 

 Four Wings: Butterflies have two pairs of wings attached to the thorax.  

 Scaly Wings: The wings are covered in tiny, overlapping scales that create their 

colors and patterns.  

 Antennae: They possess two antennae with club-shaped tips, used for sensing 

and orientation.  

 Body Segments: Like all insects, they have three distinct body parts: a head, a 

thorax, and an abdomen.  

 Six Legs: Butterflies have six jointed legs attached to the thorax.  

 Proboscis: A straw-like tube called a proboscis allows them to sip liquid food, 

which they coil up when not in use.  

 
For further details, Link 

 

https://awesomewildlifeco.co.uk/pages/all-about-butterflies-butterflies-facts-information?srsltid=AfmBOor0-ER2RHUtsy8eubt0lK39zCEIShpc3RgXt0Q7GYMCrBY_ysnb


Unique Characteristics : 

 Scaly Wings: Butterfly wings are covered in tiny, overlapping scales that give 

them their color and patterns.  

 Tasting with Feet: Butterflies possess sensors on their feet to taste food, helping 

them identify suitable plants for laying eggs and for feeding.  

 Compound Eyes: Butterflies have compound eyes, which are made of 

thousands of tiny lenses and allow them to see a wide spectrum of colors, 

including ultraviolet light, invisible to humans.  

Interesting Facts 

 Metamorphosis: The butterfly life cycle is a four-stage process: egg, larva 

(caterpillar), pupa (chrysalis), and adult.  

 Proboscis: To drink their liquid diet, butterflies uncurl a long, straw-like 

structure called a proboscis.  

 Migration: Monarch butterflies undertake one of the longest insect migrations, 

traveling thousands of miles from North America to Mexico.  

 Group Name: A group of butterflies is often called a "flutter" or a 

"kaleidoscope".  

 Global Presence: Butterflies are found all over the world, except for Antarctica.  

Habitat 

 Temperature and Sun: As cold-blooded insects, butterflies require warm 

temperatures and sunlight to survive and thrive, making tropical and temperate 

climates ideal.  

 Food Sources: A crucial aspect of their habitat is the presence of plants that 

provide both nectar for adult butterflies and host plants for their caterpillars.  

 Diverse Environments: You can find butterflies in a wide range of ecosystems, 

from the warmth of a garden to the unique environments of mountain ranges, salt 

marshes, and coastal areas.  



 Species-Specific Needs: Some butterflies have very specific habitat needs, while 

others, like the Cabbage White, are highly adaptable and can live in various 

environments.  

Habits 

 Feeding: Adult butterflies feed on nectar from flowers using a long, straw-like 

appendage called a proboscis.  

 Egg Laying: Female butterflies lay their eggs on or near the specific host plants 

that their caterpillars will eat, using their senses of smell, taste, and touch to find 

the right spot.  

 Life Cycle: Caterpillars must have access to their specific food plants to grow 

and eventually form a chrysalis, which is essential for the life cycle to continue 

 


